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The Third Theological Consultation
A General Survey
Coordinator, Tadataka Maruyama
The Consultation’s main theme was “From the Evangelical Exegesis to Preaching.” This survey
sees three main points in the Consultation, namely, (1) (the exegesis) of God's Word, (2) from exegesis,
and (3) o preaching.
(1) Exegesis, first of all, is the interpretation of God’s Word.
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An interpreter must face the scripture as God’s Word, place himself under it, and listen to and
obey it. This process may be called his journey to the foundation. In doing so. however, the inter-
preter’s confidence in the scripture is called for. The historico-literal interpretation, which the even-
gelicals so cherish, requires a positive and optimistic attitude toward the scripture —a kind of con-
fidence that the Word of God can be understood and can be communicated to the people.

(2) From Exegesis

One of the basic difficulties which an interpreter faces is the tremendous gap of time existing
between the biblical text and the interpreter, between “what was then and there” and “what is now
and here.” In order to bridge this gap, several methods of exegesis were discussed, in particular, the
salvation-history method was evaluated. In this connection a very difficult question is how far the
evangelical interpreter can apply the analytical method.

(3) To Preaching

A question was raised how the Word and the Spirit are related in the process of “from exegesis
to preaching.” Another question was whether the preaching produces the church or the church pro-
duces the preaching. In closing, the survey notes that preaching is the preaching of God’s life-giving
Word.
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